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Mike Harris still stonewalling 

Protestors ‘celebrate’ 6th year anniversary of Dudley George’s murder 


Kevin Smith 

he Stoney Point Support Network occu¬ 
pied the Regional Coroner’s office in 
London on Thursday, September 6, to de¬ 
mand a coroner’s inquest into the circum¬ 
stances leading to the death of Dudley George. 
The group is also asking the government to 
hold a full public inquiry into this death, and 
to return all of the traditional land to the 
Stoney Point First Nation. 

Dudley was a member of Stoney Point 
who was shot and killed by the Ontario 
Provincial Police during an occupation of a 
provincial park in 1995. The park in question 
traditionally belongs to Stoney Point, and 
contains sacred burial grounds. 

Fifteen people entered the coroner’s of¬ 
fice at 2:30pm, and were asked to leave at 


3:01pm. Eight of them were arrested and 
charged with trespassing when they refused 
to leave. Supporters were told that the re¬ 
gional coroner was in Caledon, and wouldn’t 
be back for three days. 

While they were in the office, they were 
contacted by James Young from the Coro¬ 
ner’s Office of Ontario, who agreed to talk to 
them if they left the office. Since he didn’t 
agree to commit to an inquest, they refused to 
talk to him. Pierre George presented a letter 
to him at a rally in Toronto earlier that day 
asking for an inquest. The coroner agreed to 
review the matter, and contact him in the near 
future. 

The events Thursday started off with 
sunrise service in Harris Park, led by Dan 
Smoke of London. After this, Stoney Point 



City youth hang out 
at City Hall 


Julian Ichim 

n Saturday August 18th, 2001, about 60 
youth created a liberated space outside 
of Kitchener City Hall. This was in response 
to a call to action put out by the K-W Youth 
Collective (KWYC). The event began at 3 in 
the afternoon when members of the KWYC 
converted the outside of city hall into a loung¬ 
ing area by bringing couches, games, books, 
stereos and chalk, creating a safe and com¬ 
fortable environment for the youth of the city 
to hang out. The youth occupied this area for 
about 24 hours, leaving early afternoon the 
next day. 


This action was in response to the 
attempts of city officials and the downtown 
businesspeople to cleanse the downtown of 
homeless people and undesirable youth, 
creating an unsafe atmosphere for poor 
youth who hang out within the downtown 
area. Within the last few months, young 
people within the community have been 
victims of an increase in harassment by 
police, security and racist organizations 
like the Tri-City Skins. 

With that in mind, the KWYC at- 

continued on page 5 .. 



supporters hung banners in front of the court¬ 
house and leafletted, and occupied the coro¬ 
ner’s office in the afternoon. 

At 4:00pm, some 50 people attended a 
rally for Dudley George nearby. The George 
family started the rally by singing some tradi¬ 
tional chants, followed by speakers. Gill 
Warren, the president of the London labour 
council, spoke of labour’s support for the 
inquiry, and their shock at Mike Harris’ in¬ 
volvement in directing the OPP. Network 
supporters Davin Charney and Sue Forrest 
also spoke, and Pierre George ended the rally 

continued on page 2 .. 


George’s family sing in memory of a loved one. 
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Matthew Coon Come’s comments from Durban, S.A. 


A t the U.N.-sponsored World Confer¬ 
ence Against Racism, Matthew Coon 
Come, the National Chief of the Assembly of 
First Nations, delivered a speech in Cree, part 
of which we have re-printed here in English. 

Bob Nault, federal Indian Affairs Minis¬ 
ter, was quoted afterwards in the Toronto 
Star as saying, "Quite frankly, I think Mat¬ 
thew Coon Come owes us an apology. There's 
no proof of this in modern time that the 
Canadian government and the general popu¬ 
lation are racist towards aboriginal people." 


The full text of this speech can be found at: 
www. thepeoplespaths. net 
n the early 1980’s, my generation of Cree 
people in northern Canada learned of the 
struggle against apartheid in South Africa. 
We invited an African National Congress 
Representative to address our Cree Annual 
Assembly in Eeyou Istchee, our subarctic 
traditional territory. 

We heard of systematic oppression, dis¬ 
possession, discrimination and violation of 
human rights. The courage of the people 
struggling against apartheid inspired us. But 
the story we heard from South Africa also 
saddened us because this oppression was be¬ 
ing undertaken so massively against the black 
population in South Africa. 

We also recognized the racist and colo¬ 
nial syndrome of dispossession and discrimi¬ 
nation that was taking place in South Africa 
from our own experience. As indigenous peo¬ 
ples in North America, this is our story too. 
My own people, the James Bay Crees, have 
been virtually completely dispossessed of our 
lands and resources in the second half of the 
last century. Like all of the other indigenous 
peoples in Canada and the Americas, we have 
been deprived our means of subsistence and 
our lands, and are being denied our right to 
benefit fully and equitably from our natural 
wealth and resources. 


Right across Canada, we have been as¬ 
signed to tiny, marginal areas of land called 
“Indian reserves”, less than a few per cent of 
our traditional lands. The Canadian state has 
retained for itself the resource rights, even 
under our feet. Our communities are over¬ 
crowded. They often lack adequate sanita¬ 
tion and clean drinking water. Many of our 
people are homeless. Our dwellings are often 
substandard and dangerously overcrowded. 
We suffer very high rates of tuberculosis, HIV 
and other infectious diseases. In some Cana¬ 
dian provinces, although our people are 10 
per cent or less of the overall population, we 
make up the great majority of the prison 
population. 

These conditions, coupled with our mass 
poverty and unemployment, often lead to 
hopelessness and despair among our peoples. 
Sadly, many of our youth are choosing death 
over life, and we are experiencing epidemic 
rates of suicide. In some cases we have the 
highest suicide rates anywhere in the world. 

Often, when we protest and assert our 
rights against our marginalization, landless¬ 
ness and dispossession, the Canadian state has 
used force against us — even lethal force. In 
the 1990’s and early 2000’s, this pattern of 
state and police violence against indigenous 
peoples in Canada seemed to worsen. 

Most recently, force was used to prevent 
our people from exercising marine fishing 
rights. These rights, which have been upheld 
by the Supreme Court of Canada, have all 
been assigned by the Canadian state to non- 
Aboriginal fishermen, while affected indig¬ 
enous people are 80 to 90 per cent unem¬ 
ployed. When our people tried to obtain a 
moderate livelihood from the sea, white mobs 
burned our boats and beat our people. 

The Canadian government intervened 
only to ram our boats at sea. Many charges 
laid were laid against our people, who are 
only trying to survive, through the exercise of 


fishing rights we have enjoyed for thousands 
of years. Few if any charges have been laid 
against those responsible for the violence 
against our people. As we speak today, this 
particular situation is flaring up, and we 
yesterday received an appeal that interna¬ 
tional monitors be sent to Eastern Canada to 
ensure that the government and non-indig- 
enous mobs do not repeat last year’s violence 
against our fishermen. 

I realize this may be surprising news for 
some of you. Canadians, and the government 
of Canada, present themselves around the 
world as upholders and protectors of human 
rights. In many ways, this reputation is well- 
deserved. In South Africa, the government of 
Canada played a prominent role in isolating 
the apartheid regime. In many other coun¬ 
tries, Canada provides impressive interna¬ 
tional development assistance. 

However, at home in Canada, the op¬ 
pression, marginalization and dispossession 
of indigenous peoples continue. 


.. continued from page 1 

by reading the letter he gave to the coroner 
earlier in the day. 

After the rally, 30 people marched to 
the police station where the 8 people were 
being held. The police released the eight 
soon after. Another supporter who was 
arrested earlier that day was held over on 
a weapons possession charge, because he 
happened to be carrying a pocket knife. 

This was the second Dudley George 
action organized in London, Ontario. Last 
March, for Dudley’s birthday, 30 people 
attended a rally held in front of the London 
OPP detachment. 

Over 100 organizations have added 
their name to the call for an inquest. Sup¬ 
porters invite any individual or organiza¬ 
tion to add their name to this petition. 
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Anti-racist activists disrupt neo-nazi 
celebration at Walper Pub 


Stuart Duncan 

n August 24, anti-racism activists from 
throughout Southern Ontario con¬ 
verged in Kitchener to rally against a local bar 
that has been serving as a place of celebration 
for neo-nazi skinheads. Over the past several 
weekends nazis from throughout Southern 
Ontario have been partying in Kitchener- 
Waterloo and The Walper Pub in Kitchener is 
increasingly becoming a welcoming gather¬ 
ing hole for neo-nazi organizing. 

Uniformed and plainclothes police offic¬ 
ers looked on as over 40 demonstrators gath¬ 
ered to show their disgust with the manage¬ 
ment of Walper Pub for helping to facilitate 
fascist organizing in Kitchener-Waterloo. 
Throughout the demonstration protestors 


To Whom It May Concern: 

It has recently come to my attention that 
Peter Edwards, a reporter at the Toronto 
Star, has taken it upon himself to write a book 
titled “Some Dead Indian, The Premier and 
the Ipperwash Crisis.” (Hey Peter, the “dead 
Indian” has a name!) It is slated to be available 
mid-September. 

I am very upset that Peter Edwards is 
trying to tell a story that is still far from being 
over! Perhaps he is hoping to cash in on a 
sequel as the story continues to unfold. 

The title of the book in itself is insulting! 
“Indian”, we are not Indians, we are 
Anishinabe! Anishinabe, the first peoples of 
Turtle Island, and proud! “Ipperwash Crisis”, 
Ipperwash is not what we call our traditional 
territory. We proudly refer to the Anishinabe 
name, Aazhoodena! Aazhoodena Territory, 
or if you have to use an English name, Stoney 
Point. 

What gives Peter Edwards the right to 
tell the story of the Aazhoodenaang 
Enjibaajiig? It is not for him to tell, he didn’t 
experience it! Oral history is a traditional 
way of our Peoples. We are quite capable of 
telling our own story, and if it is to be put into 
writing at some point, when the whole story 
has unfolded and all the truths have been 
uncovered, then it should be penned by a 
Stoney Pointer as well! 


informed the public about nazi partying at the 
Walper and were able to successfully stop 
racist skins from partying at the Walper that 
night. 

Later in the evening, demonstrators con¬ 
fronted a man with a shaved head across the 
street from the pub taking pictures of the 
protestors. The man refused to reveal why he 
was photographing people, but constantly 
reiterated that he was not a member of the 
Tri-City Skins. The man, who was most likely 
an undercover cop, was photographed and 
left on his own to take pictures during the 
remainder of the demo. For the most part, 
people were quite supportive of the protest 
and often-times were shocked that a bar in 
their community had become a safe haven for 


Does Peter Edwards deserve to profit 
from the hardships of our grandparents and 
the bloodshed of my brother Dudley? I think 
not! There are far too many lawyers and such 
who are advancing their careers, and lining 
their pockets on the blood of Dudley and the 
hardships that the Aazhoodenaang Enjibaajiig 
have endured and continue to face daily. Do 
these people have no shame, no integrity? 

Yes, there is a huge wrong, that needs 
justice! But, it is the People of Aazhoodena 
who have experienced this, and it is our story 
to tell! Peter Edwards is a news reporter, not 
a Stoney Point storyteller! 

So, I ask you, people of good conscience, 
to boycott this book that Peter Edwards has 
written. If you are considering purchasing it, 
please don’t. I ask you to respect our right as 
Stoney Pointers to tell our own stories, our¬ 
selves, as is our way. Oral history is our 
tradition. A tradition that has been pushed 
aside far too long! Our language is vital, our 
teachings are vital, our traditional ways are 
vital! I ask you to respect this by boycotting 
the above mentioned book. Chi-Miigwetch! 

In the Spirit of Dudley, 

Pierre George 
Aazhoodena—Stoney Point 

Proud to be Anishinabe! 


racists. At one point, members of the Tri-City 
Skins sped by the bar taking several pictures 
of the swelling crowd that had gathered out¬ 
side of the Walper. 

The lack of concern the police showed 
for racists skins spying on the public and 
running red lights was a clear indication of 
who the police are working to protect. As the 
protest began to die down, a heated discus¬ 
sion occurred between one of the masked 
protestors and a person who had been walk¬ 
ing past the demonstration. The individual, 
much like the police in attendance, was un¬ 
able to grasp the necessity of wearing a mask 
at such a demonstration and lunged at the 
youth removing his mask in the process. 
When in self-defence the protestor pushed 
the man off him, police moved in to arrest the 
young man. Within 20 seconds of the alterca¬ 
tion, over 20 police officers had converged on 
the scene. Police had been waiting on several 
side streets and had even streamed out of an 
apartment building which was mere feet away 
from the Walper Pub. The ravenous police 
were supported by four cruisers and a paddy 
wagon. Angry protestors watched police take 
away the youth and let the older gentleman 
leave the scene without even questioning 
him. Police formed a line to corral people on 
the opposite side of the street to the arrested 
protestor. 

The power-hungry cops vocally berated 
protestors, refused to identify themselves, 
and pointed pepper spray at the crowd of 
activists and concerned citizens who were 
incensed at the injustice unfolding before 
their eyes. As the police left the scene, activists 
travelled to the police station to inquire about 
the status of their arrested companion. It was 
there that they learned that the police had 
already released the individual and had not 
charged him with anything. 

The entire evening was a most fitting 
example of why police and other authoritar¬ 
ian forces cannot be trusted to ensure organ¬ 
ized racism does not blossom in our commu¬ 
nities. As skinheads harrass community mem¬ 
bers, the police remain silent in fighting against 
fascist forces. When people within our 
communites fill the empty void of anti-racism 
work that police have created, they are moni¬ 
tored, harassed, and arrested. However, the 
night proved that a confrontational non-com- 
promising approach can be quite successful in 
fighting organized racism within our commu¬ 
nities. 



A letter from Dudley 
George’s brother 
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Anti-Poverty | Anti-Capitalism 


John Clarke, OCAP 

he Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 
(OCAP) is not a political party. We wel¬ 
come people with a wide range of political 
and religious views if they want to resist the 
war on the poor. Still, we insist on being 
known as an anti-capitalist organization. When 
we go up against a landlord or welfare office, 
when we challenge unjust governments, we 
keep it firmly in mind that these individuals 
and institutions didn’t come from nowhere. 
They are the products of a whole system that 
is unjust and that creates the poverty and 
misery we fight back against every day. 

Anti-capitalism for OCAP isn’t some 
“radical” idea to tack onto our work. It is for 
the most practical reasons that we take this 
stand. 

The Profit System is the Root 
of the Problem 

C apitalist society is organized around the 
making of profits. Masses of people work 
for corporations who pay them in wages only 
a portion of the value that they create through 
their labour. The rest is pocketed in the form 
of profits. Not only does this mean exploita¬ 
tion in the workplace but also that the drive 
for profits shapes every aspect of society. 

What is produced and who can consume 
it has nothing to do with the real needs of 
people but only the enrichment of a few. The 
laws that govern and the way they are en¬ 
forced are shaped by profits. If there’s money 
in building condos instead of affordable hous¬ 
ing, the homeless will stay on the streets, laws 
will be passed to arrest them and the most 
brutal thugs they can find will be given guns 
and badges to “serve and protect” the wealthy. 

If it’s profitable to clear-cut forests or 
pollute rivers and streams, then laws to pro¬ 
tect the environment will not get passed or 
will be weakly enforced. In ten thousand 
ways, each and every day, the needs of people 
are trampled into the ground so that more 
profits can be piled up. 

The vast wealth of the handful of families 
who really control everything in this society 
was built up over generations, and was cre¬ 
ated out of our blood and sweat and that of 
those who came before us. Early capitalist 
society in Europe was set up by driving poor 
peasants off their land and passing laws that 
made it a hanging offence to be unemployed. 


The forerunners of today’s corporations 
amassed their wealth through the African 
slave trade. They seized other countries as 
colonies and bled them dry. They forced 
people in India to grow opium for export to 
China and, when the Chinese banned the 
import of this drug, sent warships to bombard 
their cities until their “right” to carry on this 
profitable business was restored. 

They stole the North American conti¬ 
nent from the original Indian population and 
murdered tens of millions of people in the 
process. They imported masses of immigrants 
to provide them with cheap labour (as they do 
to this day) and kept these people down by 
means of the most ugly and brutal racism. 
They fought with their rivals in other coun¬ 
tries over who would get the biggest share of 
the profits and, whenever they did, working 
class people were sent off to kill their brothers 
and sisters in other countries. 

Always, they have kept a part of the 
population unemployed and living in ex¬ 
treme poverty so as to intimidate those who 
have jobs and prevent them from winning 
higher wages. For generations, they have 
operated a system that is designed to oppress 
and exploit the many in the interests of the 
few. 

Globalization 

D espite the power that the capitalists have 
in their hands, people have always re¬ 
sisted them. After the Second World War, in 
the face of huge struggles that threatened 
their system’s survival, capitalists granted in¬ 
dependence to many of their colonies. They 
also were forced to recognize trade unions 
and put in place social programs like medi¬ 
care, public housing and unemployment in¬ 
surance. 

By the 1970s, however, these reforms 
were eating into their profits in a big way. The 
rate of return on their investments was in 
decline and this they could not stand for. 
From the mid-1970s on, capitalism has been 
working to take back these earlier improve¬ 
ments. An agenda that has become known as 
“globalization” has been developed to re¬ 
move any and all barriers to the making of 
profits. Central to this strategy have been the 
infamous “free trade” deals that have led to 
the dismantling of social programs and other 
protections for working and poor people as 


so many barriers to “international competi¬ 
tiveness.” 

This brand of globalization allows capi¬ 
tal to move across borders, but not workers. 
This means that employers have the freedom 
to hunt the globe for the cheapest labour, but 
workers can’t counterbalance this trend by 
relocating to improve their standard of living. 

Ontario Premier Mike Harris didn’t cut 
welfare and cancel social housing construc¬ 
tion just because he’s a bag of dirt. He did it 
because the system he represents needs to get 
richer at our expense. Under capitalism, even 
the small gains we’ve previously enjoyed are 
under the gun. 

Fight for the Impossible 

F ormer British Tory prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher used to tell those 
who criticized her government’s cutbacks that 
“there is no alternative.” She was right in the 
sense that there’s no alternative under this 
system. 

If we’re to fight back against somebody 
like Mike Harris, we can’t accept the limits 
this system imposes on us. If decent paying 
jobs, living income, adequate housing, health 
care and education are “impossible” under 
this system, then we have to look beyond 
capitalism. 

This shapes how we fight because our eye 
is always on what we need and not on what 
they claim is possible. This is the most simple 
but also the most important reason why OCAP 
is an anti-capitalist organization. 

OCAP’s brand of anti-capitalism is based 
on taking action and has nothing to do with 
trying to talk the system to death. At present, 
we are fighting one of its attack dogs — Mike 
Harris — but we fully understand that this 
fight won’t end until working and poor peo¬ 
ple take society and its resources into their 
own hands. Democracy can and must be 
about more than voting every four years on 
which gang of pirates you want to be robbed 
by. It must mean the mass of people actually 
running things and, especially, taking control 
of the production of society’s wealth. OCAP 
never begs for crumbs. While we may have to 
defend our crust of bread today, we’re work¬ 
ing for the moment when we take over the 
bakery. 

This article originally appeared in They 
Call it Struggle for a Reason put out by OCAP. 
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London “Safe Park” exposes hidden problem of poverty 


Mike McGregor 

arly morning on August 12, a local 
London activist group called the 
action, family turned Campbell Memorial Park 
into a “Safe Park” for the homeless in an 
attempt to expose the hidden problem of 
poverty in the city. 

The day began at around 5:30am with a 
purifying native smudge ceremony, a Metis 
prayer and a hug circle before the work 
began. Volunteers quickly cleared away all 
the garbage that had accumulated in the park, 
which included glass, condoms and syringes. 

Construction commenced with a network 
of ropes being strung from the lamp posts in 
the park in order to support the larger struc¬ 
tures made mainly of donated materials. As 
the morning progressed, an independent com¬ 
munity took shape; activists eventually set up 
a community kitchen serving donated food, 


an education and resource centre where teach- 
ins would be held, a healing clinic offering 
first aid and herbal medicine, a free shop and 
a safe sleeping space. 

Artists decorated the park benches with 
colourful designs and messages for passers- 
by. By nightfall, there were about 30 people 
in the park which had also had many passers 
by stop in to find out what was going on and 
show their support. One visitor generously 
donated $100 to the effort. 

“We’re holding an autonomous zone to 
demonstrate that people can work together to 
provide for each other’s needs,” said Jeremy 
McNaughton, an action.family grassroots co¬ 
ordinator. “People cooperating with a sense 
of community can do amazing things; our 
goal is to ease the pain of poverty and home¬ 
lessness.” 

London has always been known as a 


white-collar community where poverty is al¬ 
most non-existent. With the Canada Games 
in town, the city is doing its best to ensure that 
visitors leave with London in high regard. 

But for many in the community, espe¬ 
cially those living on the streets and below the 
poverty line, London’s affluent label is of 
little comfort, and the Games symbolize over 
$13,000,000 that should have been spent on 
affordable housing and social programs. 

The “Safe Park” was planned to coincide 
with the Games to emphasize the national 
disaster that is homelessness to a larger audi¬ 
ence. Coincidentally, those staying in the 
park would get a chance to voice their 
concerns to the federal and provincial hous¬ 
ing ministers when they attended a confer¬ 
ence on housing on August 15th and 16th at 
the Delta Armoires Hotel, only two blocks 
away from the park. 



Pregnant 'welfare fraud artist’ dies under house arrest 


Pam Kapoor, 

National Anti-Poverty Organization 
n August 9, Kimberly Rogers of Sudbury, 
Ontario, died. She had been placed un¬ 
der house arrest and cut off social assistance 
because she received student loans and social 
assistance at the same time. Kim pleaded 
guilty to a charge of welfare fraud in April. 

After her conviction, Kim’s legal team 
launched a challenge of the suspension of 
benefits and the constitutionality of the law 
itself. The case will be heard this September in 
Toronto. Experts agree the results of this 
Charter challenge will have resounding im¬ 
plications on welfare law across the country. 

Justice Gloria Epstein then granted an 
injunction, which allowed Kim back onto 
social assistance. The house arrest sentence, 
however, remained unchanged. 

She was eight-months pregnant when 
she died. 

The Ontario Tories declared war on the 
poor nearly a decade ago, mounting a multi¬ 
pronged assault: workfare, a welfare-fraud 
hotline and questionable new investigation 
procedures. Harris understands wartime 
propaganda; despite evidence to the con¬ 
trary, his team works to convince the public 
that poor people are not really poor, they are 
cheating the system and should be punished. 

In fact, improper welfare payments — 
usually a result of error — do not constitute 


even a small problem. A1997 report indicates 
there is less “waste” in the welfare system 
than in most other large government systems. 
The study showed that corporate crime, white- 
collar fraud and tax evasion in Ontario cost 
the public far more every year than the entire 
cost of the social-assistance system. 

By March 1997, Harris’ “Welfare Fraud 
Hotline”, introduced in 1995, had brought 
92 allegation referrals to police, of which 32 
went to the Crown Attorney, leading to a 
whopping nine convictions. 

Everyone knows that welfare benefits 
across the country have long remained far 
below the poverty line. And while cost-of- 
living increases over time, maximum welfare 
benefits have gradually eroded. In Ontario, 
maximum welfare benefits for a single parent 
with one child dropped from 75 per cent of 
the poverty line in 1995 to roughly 60 per 
cent in 1998. 

In a 1998 study, nutritionists at the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto found that 70 per cent of 
single mothers using food banks in Toronto 
had gone moderately or severely hungry over 
the previous year. Among coping mecha¬ 
nisms cited to avoid going hungry: non-pay¬ 
ment of utility bills, selling possessions or 
buying food on credit. 

Public reaction to the tragedy has been 
deep and far-reaching. Vigils have taken place 
in communities across Canada, and most 


particularly throughout Ontario. 

A number of local and regional groups 
have held rallies and actions, calling for an 
inquest into the death of Kim Rogers, and on 
the Ontario Tories to reinstate and increase 
benefits and related programs. 

abridged from www.rabble.ca 
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-tempted to create a space where young 
people could hang out, without needing to 
worry about being bothered by authoritar¬ 
ian cops or perverts. Some activities that the 
youth engaged in included chalking, sing¬ 
ing, listening to music, discussing relevant 
political issues and reading. 

KWYC considered the event a success, 
despite attempts by security and police to 
criminalize the demonstrators and stop the 
youth from hanging posters, handing out 
“offensive” buttons and chalking (the youth 
stood their ground and the authorities, who 
the youth thought were on a power trip, 
eventually backed down). The youth slept 
overnight to make sure that homeless peo¬ 
ple within the city had a safe place to sleep. 
This is the fourth such action carried out by 
the Youth Collective, who vow to continue 
such actions until the powers that be will 
end their attacks on the youth and the 
underprivileged. 
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Climate Change Caravan cycles 
across Canada and through KW 


Kevin Smith 

group of cyclists are winding their way 
across Canada this summer to raise aware¬ 
ness about climate change. Accompanied by a 
bus powered with vegetable oil, and with 
solar and wind power for their electrical 
needs, they are stopping in all major urban 
centres and spots along the way to challenge 
individuals to lower their greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Jordan MacDonald and Leslie Bruce are 
two of ten students from Mt. Allison univer¬ 
sity in Sackville, New Brunswick that spent 
the last two years planning this project. Thirty 
people are cycling to all the major population 
centres across the country, with an open 
invitation for others to join in for days, weeks, 
or months along the way. They started on 
May 7 in Tofino, British Columbia (on the 
west side of Vancouver Island), and will end 
their trip in Halifax, Nova Scotia on Septem¬ 
ber 20. 

As this group was cycling through Water- 
loo, three other members travelled to Bonn, 
Germany to deliver “promise flags” to a Ca¬ 
nadian delegation that were discussing cli¬ 
mate change. These flags were signed by 
people who had agreed to the BET. 

The BET is a challenge to Canadians to 
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. There 
are twelve ways to do so, listed in order of 
priority, and Canadians have been asked by 
the caravan to choose seven of them, thus 
reducing their emissions by 50 per cent. Eve¬ 
rything from not driving to work to becoming 
vegetarian and turning the thermostat down 
three degrees are possibilities for action. You 
can sign on at http://www.theBET.ca . 


On their travels, the group has talked to 
town councils, MLAs, and MPs, and have 
encouraged cities to start their own projects, 
but their main focus has been on the indi¬ 
vidual level. “We can’t wait for government 
and industry, so we’re forming a bottom-up 
movement of Canadians who are willing to 
make lifestyle changes.” 

“Some of the riding has been brutal, but 
most of it has been beautiful,” Leslie says. 
“The people have been amazing — both the 
bikers and those helping out.” She said that 
they’ve been well-received throughout, al¬ 
though “people can sometimes get defensive, 
since we’re approaching change on a personal 
basis.” For instance, SUV owners are defen¬ 
sive about their choice of vehicle, “but people 


Greg Macdougall 

n July 31, the Kitchener Record fea¬ 
tured on their front page a glowing story 
about a discovery made by researchers at the 
University of Guelph. They had genetically 
engineered pigs to produce manure with lower 
levels of phosphorous. 

The Record praised these “pigs with a 
social conscience” as a solution to the envi¬ 
ronmental problems associated with pig ma¬ 
nure. The article states that it should take 
three to five years to ensure the pigs are safe 
to eat, seemingly without any doubt about 
their being eventually found to be safe. In fact, 
it is possible that they will not be, espe¬ 
cially since “the technology is so new 
that Health Canada doesn’t yet have 
guidelines for testing genetically modi¬ 
fied meat.” 

This is the only concern The Record 
seems to see in playing God with nature 
— “most important is to make sure that 
no allergic reactions happen in humans 
exposed to the pork with the extra gene.” 
No worry that maybe there will be unex¬ 
pected complications that hold more 
potential danger than simple allergic 
reactions in people who eat the meat. 

While the Record ignores the context 
of the heated debate and controversy 


see that something needs to be done.” There 
were also some inspiring examples of per¬ 
sonal and community change along the way. 

On July 27, it was Leslie’s turn to drive 
the bus. “It’s classified as an RV, so you don’t 
need a special license to drive it,” she says. 
The bus has beds, a toilet, a kitchen, and seats 
for 10. Fuel was not a problem, either. “We 
get waste oil from restaurants, and filter it 
through pantyhose.” Since the restaurants 
have to pay to get rid of it, they were only too 
glad to cooperate. 

Despite the existence of the new cross- 
Canada bike trail, the group has chosen to 
stick to the roads, as this gives them greater 
visibility and allows their support bus to 
accompany them. 


surrounding GMOs (genetically modified or¬ 
ganisms) in reporting this news, they also 
reinforce the potentially devastating belief 
that advances in science and technology are 
all we need to solve the world’s problems. 

Why is the amount of phosphorous in 
pig manure an environmental problem? Has 
it always been such a problem? While these 
questions are not addressed in the article, 
perhaps the answers can be found in the 
development of ‘super farms’ that house a 
huge number of animals in a very limited 
space. The concentration of the animals, and 
subsequently their manure, can be seen as a 
primary cause for the problem that this ‘tech¬ 
nological advance’ is supposed to solve. 

Perhaps if we were to look at solving 
problems by addressing their causes instead 
of dealing with the symptoms, we would be 
more successful in solving them. And we 
wouldn’t need to worry about causing more 
(unforeseen) problems, a very real possibility 
as we play with the fire that genetic engineer¬ 
ing technology represents. 

This story is simply one instance of the 
way the Record presents stories in a manner 
that does not allow for discussion of the very 
important underlying issues. Keep it in mind 
as you look critically at other issues presented 
in various corporate media sources. 




Environmentally friendly 
pig shit? 
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Chopping down the Big Top 


Greg Taylor 

hen social change activists make 
progress, powerful corporations fight 
back using deceptive marketing, mainstream 
media and corporate propaganda. This was 
once again apparent over labour-day week¬ 
end in Waterloo with the latest installment of 
David versus Goliath, revolving around a 
small group of protestors and the Garden 
Brother’s Circus. 

Mr. Garden, the owner, claimed in an 
interview with a reporter from the Kitchener 
Record that, “Circus protestors concerned 
with animal abuse may have had a legitimate 
concern 60-70 years ago, but that things are 
different now.” 

Following an interview with me, where I 
expressed the other side of the story, the 
reporter wrote a biased article siding with 
Garden, essentially discrediting all of my ar¬ 
guments against his powerful corporation. 


It is often standard practice to beat and 
shock circus animals in order to force them to 
do tricks that are not part of their natural 
behaviour. Transportation conditions of ani¬ 
mals are often questionable as well. 

A well-known current example of abuse, 
documented by Zoocheck Canada, involves 
seven polar bears in a circus in Puerto Rico, 
where cruelty charges have been filed for 
keeping the animals in filthy cages with no 
relief from temperatures that exceeded 100 
degrees fahrenheit. This is but one of many 
recent examples showing that Mr. Garden is 
simply not correct. In addition, if there was 
nothing wrong with current animal acts, then 
why have several municipalities across Canada, 
including Vancouver and Victoria, banned 
them from coming to their cities in recent 
years? You can contact city councilors to help 
add K-W to this growing list. 

Garden also claims that, “Circus animals 


are usually treated better than most people,” 
and he boasts about passing all animal inspec¬ 
tion tests with “flying colours”. Despite these 
claims and portraying to the media an open- 
door policy with concerned citizens, his or¬ 
ganization remains very secretive to many. 
Members of his staff threatened me with legal 
action when I tried to have an up-close look 
at his backstage entourage. 

As a result, I didn’t get an extensive view 
of his operation; however, I did manage to see 
a tiger biting at the bars of a very small cage, 
and a leopard in a cage that was barely large 
enough for it to turn around in. These were 
clearly not happy animals. 

As a result of declining circus attendance 
in recent years, Garden’s organization also 
felt the need to allow children in for free and 
to pepper hundreds of parked cars with free 
tickets to drum up business. Mr. Garden also 
marketed the show in a very deceptive man¬ 
ner, simply referring to it as the “Wonderful 
World of Animals” without mention of the 
term “Circus” nor the company “Garden 
Brothers.” If there is nothing to hide with his 
operation then why the deceptive marketing, 
tremendous tension and secrecy? 

After handing out a couple hundred leaf¬ 
lets and receiving an overall positive response 
to our efforts, we felt that we had won this 
battle — the other side had been heard. 
However, much work needs to be done if 
David is going to win this war. 


Protest at provincial 
power generation utility 
draws hundreds 



Citizens demand cleaner air, not coal-generated electricity 


John Milton 

fter a summer of filthy air and a record 
number of “smog advisory” days, the 
issue of air quality has returned to the streets 
of Toronto in the form of public protest. 
Several hundred people, including members 
of environmental and social justice groups 
from across Ontario, gathered August 20 to 
protest at the offices of “Ontario Power Gen¬ 
eration,” the provincial electrical generating 
utility. 

Ontario Power Generation (OPG) oper¬ 
ates the Nanticoke generating plant on the 
north shore of Lake Erie. This coal-fired 
facility is the single largest source of smog 
causing toxic emissions in Canada. Not only 
has OPG not converted this plant to a cleaner 
fuel like Natural Gas, but they operate it at 
production levels over and above what is 
required to meet Ontario’s demand, in order 
to sell into the seemingly bottomless Ameri¬ 


can energy market. 

Demonstrators met downtown at the 
Grange park at 8:00am, and walked to the 
intersection of University Avenue and Col¬ 
lege Street, where OPG’s massive office tower 
is located. Several entertaining and informa¬ 
tive actions were staged for the benefit of 
those who were there. 

First, an “air filter fashion show” 
showcased various “high fashion” gas masks 
and protective breathing equipment, which 
some would say may be the fate that awaits us 
if present trends continue. Then a company of 
players put on a cautionary tale based on the 
well-known story “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss. 

One of the actions that was planned was 
a non-violent occupation of the southbound 
lanes of University Ave. The authorities had 
been notified several weeks in advance to 
ensure that no disruption to emergency serv¬ 
ices would occur and that the action would 


proceed in a peaceful and nonviolent way. 

Nevertheless, as some people began to 
move props which were to be used in this part 
of the action across the street (at a cross walk 
and with a green light), the police, without 
warning or any attempt to deal with the 
situation non-violently, arrested and hand¬ 
cuffed several of those involved, in the middle 
of the intersection. Several moments later, 
another group of people who had done noth¬ 
ing more than stand in the curb lane of 
University Ave. to the south of the intersec¬ 
tion found themselves similarly arrested and 
hustled into a waiting paddy wagon. 

Soon after this the demonstration con¬ 
cluded, many chose to go to the 52 Division 
Police Station where the people were being 
held, to wait there in solidarity with them for 
their release. 

Those arrested were charged with mis¬ 
chief and released the following day. 
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Activist Calendar 


Want to make a difference? 
Don’t know how? 


O ne question people often ask themselves 
when they see the horrible wrongs that 
exist in our world today is, ‘What can I do 
about it?’ We’ve put together an illustrative 
list of some activities that you can do. 

Join an action group 

The Waterloo Public Interest Research Group 
- WPIRG - currently has 18 different action 
groups working on various social justice and 
environmental issues. For more information, 
visit www.wpirg.org or come out to the or¬ 
ganizing meeting. <see calendar > 

Join the fight against Harris 

This fall, a number of groups are uniting in a 
campaign to oust Mike Harris’ Conservative 
party from power. Find out more when Sue 
Collis speaks at the K-W OCAP public meet¬ 
ing. <see calendar > 

Be environmentally friendly 

Visit the web site www.theBET.ca for more 
ideas on how to live your life in a more 
environmentally friendly fashion. 


A s we go to press, there is breaking news 
about hijacked aircraft that have crashed 
into the World Trade Centre in New York, 
and the Pentagon in Washington, DC. We are 
saddened by the loss of life that this act has 
caused. As authorities start to enact repres¬ 
sive security measures to prevent this from 
happening again, we would like to suggest a 
different approach. 

Many acts of our governments and busi¬ 
nesses in Canada and the United States have 
caused great suffering for the citizens of the 
world. We need to review these policies, and 
change them to end this suffering. If we and 
our allies stop bombing, shooting, and starv¬ 
ing innocent people elsewhere, we will anger 


Educate yourself on racism 

The United Nations World Conference on 
Racism recently came to a close. While the 
U.S. and Israel didn’t participate, 170 or so 
other countries did. They came up with a 
433-paragraph declaration covering differ¬ 
ent aspects of racism, including human rights, 
HIV/AIDS, the media, indigineous peoples, 
religion, gender, education, migration and 
trafficking, and political, social, and eco¬ 
nomic exclusion. 

The official conference web site is 
www.unhchr.ch/html/racism . and there is also 
extensive coverage at the South African IMC 
site: southafrica.indvmedia.org . Education is 
our best weapon against racism. 

Join the IndyMedia revolution 

We need as much help as we can get here at 
the K-W Independent Media Centre. Some 
activities include outreach, education, 
fundraising, and, of course, reporting. Con¬ 
tact us at (519)244-1140 or email 
ontario@indvmedia.org 

We’re also looking for financial support 
- any amount that you’d like to donate. 


people a lot less and they will be less moti¬ 
vated to commandeer airplanes and drive 
them into our buildings. If we’ve learned one 
thing from today, it is that we’re not immune 
from the vengeance of others. 

We hope that you will stay tuned to 
IndyMedia for ongoing coverage of this un¬ 
folding saga. This event is likely to become a 
defining moment of our time, and we at 
IndyMedia feel that it is very important that 
the corporate media, and their bias, do not 
monopolize its interpretation in the minds of 
all people. 

You can find alternative, independent 
coverage from our global independent media 
network at: www.indvmedia.org 


Sat. Sept 22 

IMC Ontario Conference and Skill Share 
Toronto — (details at ontario.indymedia.org) 

Sun. Sept 23, 1 1 AM - 5 PM 

Waterloo Region's Annual Walk for AIDS 
Meet at Roos Island in Victoria Park, Kitchener 
For more info: 570-3687 

Sun. Sept 23, 7 PM 

K-W OCAP public meeting 
Toronto OCAP organizer Sue Collis will speak 
on the fall campaign of economic disruption 
The Spot, 119-B King St. W.— Info: 220-2159 

Tues. Sept 25, 5:30 PM 

WPIRG Action Group Organizing Meeting 
Free food and refreshments 
UW Student Life Centre, Multi-Purpose Room 

Wed. Sept 26, 5:30 PM 

Critical Mass bike ride 

Meet at the corner of Seagram and University 
(across from the UW main entrance) 

Thurs. Sept 27, 7 PM 

Council of Canadians meeting 
Wesley United Church, 6 Cambridge St. 
Cambridge — For info: Barb 623-6994 

Fri. Sept 28, 7 PM 

K-W Canada-Cuba Friendship Association 
Cuban Consul-General Rogerio Santana will 
discuss the Cubans who are in jail for espionage 
WPIRG office (UW Student Life Centre rm.2139) 

September 29-30 

A weekend of workshops, discussions, and 
trainings by and for women of colour — FREE 
For more info: shakti@tao.ca, (514) 398-7432, 
http://www.people-link.net/~shakti/tftt 

Tues. Oct 2, 7 PM 

Anti-Racist Action public meeting 
Topic: fascist organizing in the region 
The Spot, 119-B King St. W. — Info: 585-9004 

Tues. Oct 2, 7 PM 

K-W Independent Media Centre general meeting 
43 Queen St. S., Kitchener — Info: 244-1140 

October 5 — October 8 

NATO (and those opposed) meet in Ottawa 

October 16 — November 9 

First phase of the economic disruption campaign 
against the HarrisTories kicks off with the 
shutdown of Toronto’s financial district on Oct. 16 
For more info on local actions: 220-2159 


BlindSpot is made available at many locations throughout the K-W area. An effort is made to ensure 
copies are always available at: WPIRG (University of Waterloo Student Life Centre, 2nd Floor); 
The Working Centre (43 Queen St, Kitchener); Moody Blues Book Cafe (68 Regina St N, Waterloo); 
K W Bookstore (306 King St W, Kitchener); and Old Goat Books (99 King St N, Waterloo). 


World Trade Center, Pentagon 
attacked by hijacked planes 


Please help keep this paper alive — pass it on when you’re through with it. Thanks. 











